DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CAUCUS

May 12, 2025

To the Republican Members of the House Energy and Commerce, Ways and Means, and Agriculture
Committees:

As we approach critical markups for reconciliation in your respective Committees, we write to urge you
to do the right thing and stand with women and families. As members of the Democratic Women’s
Caucus, we have heard from women and families from across the country, and the message is clear — do
not cut programs and services that deliver basic necessities like food and health care for women and
families, including Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and Medicaid. We should be
investing in the future of our country by implementing policies, like expansion of the Child Tax Credit,
that allows women and families to thrive—not rip away food and health care to give billionaires tax
breaks. Our job in Congress is to serve our constituents and the American people; we call on you to fulfill
this duty by listening to the will of the people and protect these essential programs that help women and
families obtain basic necessities.

Don’t Abandon America’s Hungry

It has been reported that the Committee on Agriculture is considering cuts to SNAP by passing along
costs to states and implementing work requirements for able-bodied adults and parents with children
seven or older.! This will fracture an already delicate system and cause women and families to go hungry.
62% of SNAP households serving children are headed by a single adult, of which 92% were headed by
women.> We have a simple question for you: will you stand with single moms trying to feed their
kids or with billionaires? Cuts to SNAP could steal food from the mouths of 11 million children ages 5
to 17; 4.4 million children under the age of 5; and 7.8 million seniors ages 60 and older.® With rising
grocery prices, this devastation will be felt even harder. The USDA predicts grocery prices will increase
3.2% in 2025, which is above the 20-year historical average price change.* SNAP has historically served
as a response to rising food prices to support families through tough times.’ To rip away these benefits
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when people need it most is not only careless, it is cruel. We call on you to help women and families keep
food on the table by protecting SNAP and other food assistance programs.

Women Need Access to Health Care From Pregnancy to Eldercare

Furthermore, we are deeply alarmed by the conflicting reports about planned cuts to Medicaid in the
Committee on Energy & Commerce — which would be detrimental to the lives and wellbeing of millions
of women and families. As you know, Medicaid and the Children’s Health Insurance Program provide
health care for about 1 in 5 Americans.® Cuts to Medicaid means depriving

17 million women access to basic reproductive health care;’

274,000 women access to breast and cervical cancer screenings;®

40% of moms giving birth in the U.S. access to medical care;’

39.4 million children access to annual check ups and emergency care;'”
63% of nursing home residents access to their coverage;!! and

1.6 million personal care workers access to a job.'?

Ripping health care away from pregnant women and closing down rural hospitals under the guise of
‘eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse’ is nothing but a poor excuse for abandoning women, babies, and
your duty as a Member of Congress. There are many ways to reduce fraud and keep women safe—we call
on you to protect women and babies by voting against any and all cuts to Medicaid and other essential
health programs.
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The Child Tax Credit is the Pro Family Tax Benefit You Should Prioritize

We are outraged by the proposals to slash the Child Tax Credit in half from $2,000 to $1,000-per-child to
give tax breaks to billionaires in the Ways and Means Committee.'> Every day costs are rising for women
and families. For example, the annual cost of child care in the U.S. is 19.3% of median family income.'
Families should not have to budget almost 20% of their annual income for child care on top of the rising
costs of housing, food and goods. Slashing a tax credit that is designed to help women and families with
the immense financial pressure of having kids is not “pro-family.” We call on you to consider the
experiences of your constituents who are navigating increasing costs while raising a family and preserve
or increase the Child Tax Credit to help women and families.

As Members of these influential Committees it is your duty to not only stand up for women and families,
but to prioritize their wellbeing. During these Committee meetings we urge you to think of the women
and children who will suffer because of these proposed cuts. Saying that you are rooting out fraud will not
eliminate the pain your votes may bring. We urge you to stand with women and families. As members of
the Democratic Women’s Caucus, we remain committed to advocating for them every step of the way.

Sincerely,

Téresa Leger Fermandez Emilia Strong Sykes Deborah K. Ross
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