DEMOCRATIC WOMEN'S CAUCUS

April 16, 2026

The Honorable Mike Johnson

Speaker, U.S. House of Representatives
H-232, The Capitol

Washington D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Johnson:

As members of the Democratic Women’s Caucus and House Democratic Caucus, we write to
express our deep disappointment that House Republicans have derailed a years-long, bipartisan
effort to advance the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum and National Museum
of the American Latino. On March 18, Committee on House Administration Republicans entirely
rewrote H.R. 1329, the Smithsonian American Women'’s History Museum Act and advanced a bill
that grants President Donald Trump authority to unilaterally select the Women’s Museum site,
hands control over design and construction to boards stacked with Trump’s political loyalists,
and dictates what the museum can and cannot say about women'’s history.

The work to establish the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum has been rooted in
the joint conviction that women’s history and women’s stories are central to the identity of our
nation. The eleventh-hour amendment not only wipes out years of hard-fought bipartisan
progress but also threatens our support for the bill. We urge that you do not bring the
amended H.R. 1329, the Smithsonian American Women’s History Museum Act, to the House
floor unless it is restored to the original bipartisan version that many of us cosponsored
and is paired with H.R. 1330, the Smithsonian National Museum of the American Latino
Act.

In December 2020, the American Women’s History Museum and the National Museum of the
American Latino were authorized with broad bipartisan support through the Consolidated
Appropriations Act of 2021, signed into law by President Trump. Since then, Members of both
parties have worked together with the Smithsonian in a good-faith effort to address
disagreements and concerns. These efforts led to the introduction of H.R. 1329 and H.R. 1330 to
authorize sites for these museums on the National Mall. Before the amendment to H.R. 1329 was
adopted on March 18, the bill had 230 cosponsors including 127 Democrats and 103
Republicans. The sudden decision to fundamentally rewrite this bill undermines years of
bipartisan work and changes both the bill and the future of the museum. It is disappointing and
embarrassing to see Republicans trade in years of good-faith bipartisan collaboration for a
moment of careless political expediency.



The buildings that house museums are interpretative objects themselves. Their design and
location frame how visitors understand the content inside. The design and location of a museum
about women, fought for and supported by women, should not be controlled by one man and his
loyalists—particularly not a man who has been found liable for sexual assault, and regularly
denigrates women based on physical appearance, among other repulsive behaviors. American
women deserve better. The American people deserve better.

The amended bill also now vaguely states that only “biological women” can be included in the
museum. While the author’s intent is clearly to target transgender women and girls, the provision
invites arbitrary enforcement and could be used to challenge the inclusion of any woman or girl a
politician deems not “feminine” enough. This is just another example of Republicans needlessly
adding an anti-transgender provision to an unrelated bill that would impact not just transgender
women and girls but all women and girls. The bill also omits the National Museum of the
American Latino, which has historically been considered, advanced, and championed in tandem
with the Women’s History Museum. The Republican mismanagement of these museums is a
serious departure from longstanding bipartisan precedent that risks undermining our shared
commitment to telling a more complete American story.

If Republicans truly want to celebrate women’s history, we call on you and your colleagues to
restore the bipartisan version of this bill and move it forward with us. Our support for this bill is
contingent on the retention of the museum’s spirit and the bill’s bipartisan foundation. Absent
those conditions, we will be compelled to oppose the politicized version of H.R. 1329 on the
House floor.
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